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A Proud Tradition 
Marling School has a proud tradition of debating, going back 

over 100 years. Today’s students succeed in competitions in 

universities and institutions across the country and in Europe 

Debating at Marling not only allows students to develop and 
demonstrate their oratorical skills, but imbues them with a sense of 
confidence in a variety of social situations. They broaden their 
knowledge of world events, both current and historical, through 
discussion and research, while developing their ability to construct 
and articulate an argument. Debaters are frequently amongst our 
most independent and successful students.                                     
Sixth Form students take part in a range of debating competitions 
and run debating clubs for younger students, enabling debating to 
thrive throughout the school. They practise three debating formats: 
British Parliamentary, European Youth Parliament and ESU Mace. 
Marling teams have reached the finals in the Cambridge University 
Schools Debating Championship, competing against over 900 
schools. Similarly, teams have won through to the finals of the   
European Youth Parliament Debating Competition and have been 
selected to represent Great Britain in Sweden, Belgium and the 
Czech Republic. In this forum, not only are the teams required to 
have extensive knowledge of the EU but the final debate is          
conducted in French. 

   Will Watts outside the UN Headquarters in Geneva 

‘The debating group attended a number of events in the 2017-18 
academic year, including both the Birmingham and SOAS           
Universities’ debating competitions and the three-day St Paul’s 
School Model United Nations Conference in January.  These events 
provide a great opportunity to hone your debating skills, while 
also meeting new people. They aren’t compulsory, so if you don’t 
feel comfortable going you can purely attend the practise sessions 
in school. I have enjoyed being able to debate with my classmates 
in a relaxed environment, while also being able to attend national 
competitions, which provide more of a challenge and allow you to 
meet new people and visit new places. Debating will greatly     
enhance both your ability to think analytically and your confidence 
in public speaking. Additionally, the competitions you attend give 
you material you can use to  impress university admissions tutors 
or any other higher education/workplace recruiters. This is why 
the debating group is a worthwhile place for you to spend your 
enrichment time, and why I recommend that you come along’.                                                  

         Harvey Knowles 
Speaking at the UN Headquarters in Geneva 

‘Being a part of Marling's   
debating society has allowed 
me to explore my interests in 
intricate detail. It has allowed 
me to listen to both sides of 
an argument, develop an  
analytical mindset and train 
myself to be more persuasive. 
One of the best parts of    
debating is the competitions, 
which have seen me          
participate at the universities 
of Oxford, Cambridge, LSE 

and UCL.                                      
One of the most memorable  
experiences was our trip to 
Westminster to participate in a 
Model United Nations where all 
students involved were a     
member of a United Nations 
committee representing a    
country - allowing us to gain a 
deeper understanding of        
geopolitics from each nation's 
point of view’.                                                                
      Callum Nimmo 

A Voice At The United Nations 
‘Attending Marling Debating Society improved my ability to argue a 
point and made me confident about speaking in public. I put this to 
good use in the summer of 2018 when, along with a group of other 
students,  I visited the United Nations in Geneva with NAWO, a  
feminist NGO (non-governmental organisation). Thanks to the    
reputation of NAWO in the United Nations, influential figures 
attended our seminars and actively got involved in what we were 
trying to raise awareness of, notably FGM and Child Widows. This 
was really encouraging and it also meant that we had the             
opportunity to ask further questions which greatly expanded our 
knowledge of international affairs. Between seminars we also had 
the chance to network, sometimes with people of very high status, 
to further discuss interesting topics’.                                    Will Watts 


